Board of Director’s Meeting
Huntingdon County PSU Cooperative Extension Office

June 17, 2009

Attendees: Board Members: Kevin Morgan, Jen Bennett, Dave Steele, Brent Leach, Karl King, Denson Groenendaal, Jim Eckenrode Staff: Mike Makufka, Thomas Komir Guests: Mark Mathews, Mike Piaskowski, Katrina Pope

I.
The meeting was called to order at 1:15PM, and introductions were made.  The minutes from the previous Board meeting were reviewed with one change made.  Under VI “electronic discharge” was changed to “recycling”.  The minutes from the previous two Board meetings remained standing since there was not a quorum.
II.
Staff Reports

Executive Director’s Report
· DCNR Lower Trail Feasibility Study: The project is in its writing stage, and some mapping is being developed to show possible trail routes and should be done in August.
· DCNR Main Line Canal Greenway Education and Outreach: The goals for this project have been ironed out.  Mike Makufka is also working with other municipalities and ARCORP on trail feasibility studies and greenway plans.

· DEP Tussey Mountain High School Stormwater Management: A RFP has been advertised for the construction of two rain gardens totaling 3,200 sq. ft.  

· NFWF Juniata Weed Management Control Area: The second steering committee meeting was rescheduled for July and several invasive plant sites have been identified.

Education and Outreach Coordinator’s Report

· Upcoming Hike: A 10 mile overnight hike is planned for June 27 & 28 in Rothrock State Forest starting and ending at the Alan Seeger Natural Area.

· 2009 Sojourn Report: The sojourn was held from June 10 through 14 on the Frankstown Branch and Little Juniata River.  Thomas Komir gave a PowerPoint presentation on the event explaining each day.  It was a very successful sojourn with 82 people registered.

· Denson Groenendaal spoke about how the Huntingdon County Visitor’s Center is put on hold as of the moment due to financial and location issues.
· Mike Makufka gave an update on the SMART Water Workshop and how RCAP Solutions wants to become more involved with JCWP and in the Juniata basin on future projects.

III.
Old Business
· Dick Haines has retired from the Blair County Planning Commission, and Jim Eckenrode will take his place on the strategic planning committee.

· Some Board Members still owe membership dues.

· Jim Eckenrode spoke about dumpsites containing possible Meth lab tools and to use caution when cleaning up dumpsites.
IV.
Review of Financials
· The payment of bills and grant budgets were reviewed.

· The profit and loss was reviewed showing a net income of $32,491.87.  This is due to the upfront money received from several grants.
· The balance sheet was reviewed showing a total of liabilities and equity at $60,446.41.
V.
New Business
· There is now a vacant seat for the Blair County Planning Commission on the Board and an opening on the Executive Committee (Secretary Position).  JCWP will wait until Dick Haines’ position is filled at the BCPC to appoint someone from there to the Board.

· Jim Eckenrode spoke about forming an Education and Outreach Committee to meet with Thomas Komir to discuss ideas and improvements.  Karl King, Mark Mathews, and Mike Piaskowski showed interest in being on the committee.

· Mark Mathews, the watershed specialist from DEP, spoke about the Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds having new regulations on grants for 501c3 organizations.  He also spoke about possible Grazing Grants and the Growing Greener Grants.  There isn’t much money left in Growing Greening 1, but applications are due July 16th and all possible grant applications need to be discussed with Mark before July 3rd.  Growing Greener 2 will pick up after the money in Growing Greener 1 is gone.

· Mike Piaskowski spoke about DCNR updates.  There is no more funding available from DCNR for most grants.  There is a Keystone Fund grant that has $30 million left in it, but it cannot fund 501c3 organizations.
VI.
Other Business
· Mark Mathews was inquiring about JCWP holding a Summit meeting.

· Kevin Morgan announced a grant writing workshop being held at Shamokin Dam.

· Karl King spoke about area recreation trails.
· Thomas Komir announced his farewell.

· Jim Eckenrode announced it’s time to start looking for a new AmeriCorps Member.

The meeting was adjourned by Jim Eckenrode at 3:00PM.  
