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JCWP’s 7th Annual Sojourn Juniata Jamboree 

 

It's sojourn season again!  Hope everyone had a great winter.  With the snow melting and the sun shining I'm 
excited to say we've been planning an awesome event this year.  We have partnered with Huntingdon's Arts 
council for our kick-off event here in Huntingdon.  A number of other organization’s have also donated time 
and effort to educate sojourners on a ton of interesting area facts.   I hope your as excited as me for this 
event!   

The Juniata Clean Water Partnership is excited to announce the 7th Annual River Sojourn to be held on the 
Juniata River from June 9th through June 16th, 2007. The theme is “Juniata Jamboree”.  To kick off this 
river adventure, a community event will take place at Portstown Park, Huntingdon County, Pa. If you can’t 
join us on the river, be sure to attend this event.  Huntingdon Arts council will have a rubber ducky race 
down the Juniata River along with entertainment later in the evening. 

 

Beginning Sunday, June 10th, sojourners will enter the Main stem of the Juniata River. We will embark on a 
94-mile journey down the Juniata River for a total of 7 days. The sojourn will end at Howe Township Park in 
Newport.  Join fellow paddlers, explore the river, and enjoy camping at many different sites along the river. 
There are various programs scheduled for each evening. The presentations will come from local presenta-
tions on history, culture, geology, and local music. Choose to attend one day, several days, or the entire 
week. If you do not have your own canoe or kayak, local outfitters will have rentals available. 

 

What is a sojourn?   

 The word sojourn is defined as “to dwell in a place temporarily.”  
Therefore, river sojourn might be defined as “to dwell on a waterway 
temporarily.”   This years sojourn will dwell on the Juniata River.  We 
have an exciting 8 day adventure planned for you.   

Is the Sojourn just a canoe trip? 

No!  The sojourn also provides participants with the chance to meet 

fellow paddlers, camp, and enjoy a     

variety of daily and nightly programs ranging from presentations on history, 

geology, and culture, to campfire sing-a-longs and folk music performances.   

We hope You will take this opportunity to join us on our sojourn.   

 

 



Fees are as follows:  

  $ 45 per day for adults (includes t-shirt, 

lunch, dinner, programs, & shuttle)          

$ 40 per day for JCWP members and 

children 12 and under (includes t-shirt, lunch, 

dinner, programs, & shuttle to your car)                               

$ 285 for adults, $260 for members 

and children for the entire sojourn (includes 

t-shirt, breakfast, lunch, dinner, programs, camping, 

& shuttle)             

Name (one per form):          

Address:               

City, State, Zip:                  

Email (if available):     Phone #                                

Dates attending:                       

Amount Enclosed:    T-shirt size (circle one):  S  M   L   XL           

  

Thank you for registering for the Juniata River Sojourn!  

Using the boxes provided on the bottom of this form, please check [x] which meals,      

 nights of camping, and evening programs you will attend (all are included with registration fee)                        

If you need additional information, contact the Juniata Clean  Water Partnership office at (814) 506-1190 or 

vdietrick@jcwp.org. 

**Please fill out one registration form for each individual attending** 

 

      Full Week / All Events   � 

                                                 Breakfast  Lunch Dinner Evening Program Camping          

Saturday, June 9th                                  �               �               �            

Sunday, June 10th                   �          �          �               �               �         

Monday, June 11th               �          �          �               �               �                                             

Tuesday, June 12th              �          �          �               �               �     

Wednesday, June 13th                    �          �           �               �        �                                  

Thursday, June 14th                        �          �          �               �               �            

Friday, June 15th                    �          �          �               �               �           

Saturday, June 16th               �            �                               

   

   Please list special dietary needs/restrictions:       

 I will bring my own canoe or kayak, but need a partner:             

Mail payment and completed form by May 30th, 2006 to:  

JCWP, 416 Penn Street, Huntingdon, PA 16652 

Make checks payable to Juniata Clean Water Partnership  

Page 2   Juniata Journal   Juniata Clean Water Partnership 



 

Sojourners will need to 

provide their own canoes 

or kayaks.  If you do not 

have your own boat, you 

can rent one from the   

following outfitter.   

Contact the outfitter di-

rectly to make rental ar-

rangements. 

 

Rothrock Outfitters 

418 Penn St. 

Huntingdon, PA 16652 

(814)643-7226 

rothrockoutfitters@comcast.net 

 

 

                                                                                                     

Kick-off Event: Saturday, June 9th 

Location:  Portstown Park, Huntingdon, Pa  

4:00 pm Sojourn registration begins   

5:30 - 7:00  Dinner     

 Rubber Duck Race Sponsored by Huntingdon Arts Council 

Live Music  

Day 2: Sunday, June 10th -Huntingdon 

to Mapleton (8.5) After a day of paddling 

we will enjoy a presentation by John Re-

shak of Adventures around the world.   

Day 3: Monday, June 11th- Mapleton to 

Newton Hamilton (9.4)  Lunch near Mt. 

Union will teach us about map turtles, an 

endangered specie in our river! 

Day 4: Tuesday, June 12th -Newton 

Hamilton to McVeytown (12.5)  While 

camping at Dunmire’s farm we can enjoy 

acoustic music by David Pulizzi. 

Day 5: Wednesday, June 13th -McVeytown 

to Lewistown (19)  Our lunch program will 

take us on a tour of the old canal with George 

Drobock.   Evening program with Paul Fagely 

from Greenwood Furnace. 

Day 6: Thursday, June 14th Lewistown to 

Mifflintown (11.7):  Lunch will be near Vic-

tory Park, Camping at Mifflin Park.  The eve-

ning offers a presentation given by Wayne 

Taylor author of “Hope in the Tuscarora” 

After will be swimming at Mifflin Pool. 

Day 8: Saturday, June 16th-Millerstown 

to Newport(6) When we end at Howe Town-

ship park we will have a BBQ sponsored by 

the Fire Hall.  We will have our ending cere-

mony in the park. 
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Day 7: Friday, June 15th-

Mifflintown to Millerstown 

(18) We will be staying at 

Pittman’s campgrounds and will 

be learning about riparian buff-

ers along rivers and even get to 

plant a few trees. 
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Up coming events 

June, 9th-16th :  JCWP’s 7th 

Annual River Sojourn.  This 

years sojourn is on the Juniata 

River.  

 

June, 30th:   Juniata Riverfest 

Raft Regatta   Sponsored by Ju-

niata River Valley Visitor’s Bu-

reau.   10:00 am— at Locust 

Campgrounds to Victory Park in 

Lewistown, Pa..  For more infor-

mation contact Jill Haubrick at 

(717) 248-6713 or 

jillh@juniatarivervalley.org 

 

SAVE THE DATE for one of 

these Weed Control Wildlife 

Habitat Workshops.  For informa-

tion on locations and times or to 

register for these important work-

shops please use the contact in-

formation below; check with your 

Conservation District; or check 

our website in May at 

www.naturalbiodiversity.org. 

Huntingdon & Blair Counties, 

Wednesday, June 13th   

Bedford & Fulton Counties, 

Wednesday, June 20th  

Contact:   Mandy Painter 

Spangler, Juniata Projects Man-

ager, Natural Biodiversity 

apainter@naturalbiodiversity.org,  

814-506-1194 

Somerset County, Tuesday, 

June 26th 

Cambria County, Thursday, 

June, 28th 

Contact:  Margaret Speicher, 

Kiski – Conemaugh Projects Man-

ager, Natural Biodiversity mspei-

cher@naturalbiodiversity.org,  

814-532-5049   

 

Saturday, June 9, 2007 
 

Portstown Park, Smithfield 

Registration/Kickoff event 

Overnight camping 

 

From 26: Follow Route 26 into Huntingdon until you come to a stop 

light. At the light, take a left. You will go over a bridge and the 

park is immediately after the bridge on your right. 

 

From 22: Take exit 

for Huntingdon off 

of Route 22.  At this 

point, you will be on 

route 26. Follow 

Route 26 into Hun-

tingdon until you 

come to a stop light. 

At the light, take a 

left. You will go 

over a bridge and 

the park is immedi-

ately after the 

bridge on your 

right. 

 

Start 

End 
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Weed Control Wildlife Habitat Technical Assistance Workshops 

 

Attention Landowners: Is it a constant battle to keep multiflora rose from making your stream bank fencing impenetrable?  Are 

you just not sure which invasive plant problems that you may have on your property?  Many noxious weeds and invasive plants 

are taking over farmlands and natural areas alike, and are causing serious headaches for landowners like you, not to mention 

serious damage to wildlife habitat. 

 

If you are enrolled in CREP, CRP, streambank fencing programs or if you own forest and/or crop lands and are looking for ways 

to manage invasive species problems, help has arrived.  The Southern Alleghenies Resource Conservation & Development Coun-

cil, county Conservation Districts, Conservation Land Management and Natural Biodiversity are conducting a Weed Control & 

Wildlife Habitat assistance project in the counties of Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Fulton, Huntingdon, and Somerset. 

 

Through this project, landowners will be provided information and resources on how to address noxious and invasive weeds on 

their property with emphasis on alternative, beneficial plants that improve wildlife habitat.  Controlling noxious weeds is a re-

quirement of CREP and CRP participants; however, some people have difficulty recognizing these weeds in their early and mid-

dle growth stages, therefore they become fully established and more difficult to control. This unique project will offer an oppor-

tunity for landowners to ask questions, seek advice and gain a better understanding of how and why to control noxious and in-

vasive weeds on their property. 

 

Southern Alleghenies RC&D is working with Natural Biodiversity; a Johnstown based non-profit organization dedicated to con-

trolling invasive plants and restoring native habitats in southwestern PA.  The two organizations will be offering four work-

shops which will include discussions of plant identification, control methods, wildlife habitats, and technical assistance for land-

owners.  They will consist of ½ day workshop and ½ day of in-field training.  Lunch will be provided. 

 

While noxious weed control is important in and of itself, it is a critical component for attaining the ultimate goal of creating and 

maintaining high quality wildlife habitat on land enrolled in CREP.  This project is not only focusing on weed control, but will 

also address how beneficial plants diversify the habitat on your land and benefit wildlife.  Since many beneficial forbs and 

grasses for wildlife may be mistaken for noxious or invasive plants, it is equally important to help landowners identify the desir-

able plant species among the CREP plantings.  We plan on continuing the program into the future. 

 

To learn more about Natural Biodiversity’s initiatives, visit www.naturalbiodiversity.org. 

 

Technical assistance and funding for this project are being provided by the USDA Farm Service Agency and the USDA Natural 

Resources Conservation Service. Other partners in the project include Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Alliance for the Chesa-

peake Bay, Penn State Cooperative Extension, PA DEP, PA DCNR, and the PA Game Commission. 

 

The Pennsylvania Association of RC&D Councils and The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) are equal opportu-

nity providers and employers and prohibit discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases 

apply to all programs). 
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Spring time is an especially enjoyable time for me.  Trout are on the rise and I am fortunate enough to be close to several 
great trout streams.  One of which is the Little Juniata River.  As everyone knows; the Little J has been in the news the last 
few years over stream access issues.   The disagreement is still not officially settled as an appeal seems eminent.  Many 
landowners have graciously continued to allow stream access along the Little J and for that matter along many stretches of 
the Frankstown and Raystown Branches. To these landowners I give a grateful thank-you.  Anyone who uses these rivers 
for recreation owes gratitude to these landowners. 

 

For more than a year, Juniata Clean Water Partnership (JCWP), Central PA Conservancy, (CPC), and Western PA Conservancy 
(WPC) have been working with landowners along the main rivers and their tributaries on a variety of projects.   Two of 
these projects are about to end in June.   A very successful riparian streambank fencing project is on its final legs.  There 
have been over 8 miles of fencing installed and 20 crossings installed. Most of the credit for the success of this program 
goes to Ben Wright and Greg Schaetzle of WPC for doing a lot of the grunt work.  The other project that the three groups 
are involved in is riparian conservation easements.  This project also ends in June and so far it has not been as successful. 

 

There are only a few properties under easement and several more in the introductory phase.  Donated easements are tough 
to sell (so to speak) to agricultural landowners who are struggling to make ends meet.  There have been many discussions 
among several groups on how to implement such a project. It has been proven over and over that some type of incentive 
program is necessary.  I understand the reasoning behind this but I also know that there are many individuals who also 
respect the land and are in a position to donate the riparian area of their land into an easement.  I believe that the concept 
of riparian easements is new to this area and like everything else; it takes time to catch on. Over time more and more ease-
ments should be under contract.  If there is anyone reading this that is interested in easements and would like more infor-
mation: please contact Mike Makufka at 814-506-1190 or Stephanie Rynder at 717-233-0221.  We will be glad to answer 
your questions. 

 

The Juniata Clean Water Partnership would like to recognize two board members who have been so instrumental in this 
organization who have had to give up their seats on the board because of either personal or job related issues.  Deb Nar-
done and Dave Sewak have been with the organization since the beginning and still believe in our mission and goals.  
Thank both of you for a job well done.  As things stabilize I hope that they can find the time to again be a big part of our 
organization. 

 

Also this year the Partnership would like to recognize some new board members to the group.  David Steele from Southern 
Alleghenies RC&D, Dennis Johnson from Juniata College, George Vahoviak from Shaver’s Creek and Denson Groenendaal 
from Friends of Greenwood Furnace. George and Denson share the Greenwood Furnace seat. Erika Hollis from Western PA 
Conservancy has filled the seat formerly held by Ben Wright. 

JCWP definitely appreciate the knowledge and expertise that they bring to the board and the volunteer time from busy 
schedules they all take to help this organization. 

 

Also with spring in the air; many people begin planning outdoor recreational outings and vacations. I would like to point 
out that the Juniata River is now fully mapped.  Water trail maps of the Upper (Frankstown & Little Juniata), Lower, and 
Raystown Branches are complete and available.  If you cannot find copies of these maps; our Huntingdon office can send 
you some.  I encourage everyone to explore the Juniata Watershed this year.  There are many recreational opportunities 
available. Raystown Lake is a natural vacation hotspot but there is so much more.  If your interest is culture, history, boat-
ing, hiking, camping, bicycling, bird watching, or just fresh air we have it all.  This year Allegheny Ridge will be adding 
signage along the river that coincides with outstanding features of the River.  Make sure that you take time to read these 
signs during your adventures.  They are sure to add a tidbit of knowledge to the area that you might not have known be-
fore. 

 

I would like to point out that in my mind the Juniata River sojourn is the best thing going. You can find much more infor-
mation in this edition.  Anyone who has never experienced a day on the river should join us.  Even one day will prove to be 
addicting.  If paddling is not your thing but you would like to help with the sojourn there is plenty of behind the scenes 
stuff that needs done.  Any volunteers are always appreciated.  You can contact Vanessa Dietrick to sign up. 

 

We always like to share information from our partners so I encourage anyone who has events coming up, we can always 
post them on our website.  Contact Vanessa at vdietrick@jcwp.org to post info. 

 

I hope everyone enjoys this spring and summer and if there is anything JCWP can do for your groups please give us a call. 
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Juniata River Property Owners:  

Have you no Shame??  

Serve as an example and cover up those bare banks  

 
Show your neighbors how to do the right thing for local water quality while getting free help to 

improve your land with beautiful native trees and plants.  
 

Cover your buffer with native trees and shrubs—a gift from the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and the 

Central Pennsylvania Conservancy. The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay will provide technical assis-

tance, training, plant materials and volunteer labor—a package worth up to $6,000 at no cost to you.   

 

What’s the catch? You have to act quickly! You must cover your buffer by June 30 2007. A letter of 

commitment must be signed by you and the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay by May 16th.  

 

Getting a commitment by the deadline will allow enough time for the Alliance to recruit volunteers, or-

der plant material and work with your group in designing a planting plan.  

Please take a minute to fill out the following information. 

 

Any other requirements? Yup. Your property must have frontage on the Juniata River or one of its 

tributaries. You must be willing to host a training session and allow volunteers to plant on your prop-

erty. Landowners must follow a simple maintenance plan designed to keep your buffer buff and beautiful 

for years to come. 

 

Name ______________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

County __________________________ Zip _________________ 

Phone __________________________Email _____________________________ 

Stream name ___________________________  

 
Contact: Donna Morelli 

Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay 

3310 Market St., Camp Hill, PA 17011                                                                    

Phone: (717) 737-8622 ext. 19 Fax: (717) 

737-8650                                          

dmorelli@acb-online.org 



Juniata Clean Water Partnership 

416 Penn Street 

Huntingdon, Pa 16652 

Up coming events 

June, 9th-16th :  JCWP’s 7th Annual River Sojourn.  This years sojourn is on the Juniata River.  

 

June, 30th:   Juniata Riverfest Raft Regatta       Sponsored by Juniata River Valley Visitor’s Bu-

reau.      10:00 am— at Locust Campgrounds to Victory Park in Lewistown, Pa..  For more information 

contact Jill Haubrick at (717) 248-6713 or jillh@juniatarivervalley.org 

 

SAVE THE DATE for one of these Weed Control Wildlife Habitat Workshops.  For information on loca-

tions and times or to register for these important workshops please use the contact information below; 

check with your Conservation District; or check our website in May at www.naturalbiodiversity.org. 

Huntingdon & Fulton Counties, Wednesday, June 13th 

Bedford & Blair Counties, Wednesday, June 20th 

Contact:   Mandy Painter Spangler, Juniata Projects Manager, Natural Biodiversity 

apainter@naturalbiodiversity.org,  814-506-1194 

Somerset County, Tuesday, June 26th 

Cambria County, Thursday, June, 28th 

Contact:  Margaret Speicher, Kiski – Conemaugh Projects Manager, Natural Biodiversity mspei-

cher@naturalbiodiversity.org,  814-532-5049   
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JCWP’s 7th Annual Sojourn Juniata Jamboree 

 

It's sojourn season again!  Hope everyone had a great winter.  With the snow melting and the sun shining I'm 
excited to say we've been planning an awesome event this year.  We have partnered with Huntingdon's Arts 
council for our kick-off event here in Huntingdon.  A number of other organization’s have also donated time 
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There are various programs scheduled for each evening. The presentations will come from local presenta-
tions on history, culture, geology, and local music. Choose to attend one day, several days, or the entire 
week. If you do not have your own canoe or kayak, local outfitters will have rentals available. 

 

What is a sojourn?   

 The word sojourn is defined as “to dwell in a place temporarily.”  
Therefore, river sojourn might be defined as “to dwell on a waterway 
temporarily.”   This years sojourn will dwell on the Juniata River.  We 
have an exciting 8 day adventure planned for you.   

Is the Sojourn just a canoe trip? 

No!  The sojourn also provides participants with the chance to meet 

fellow paddlers, camp, and enjoy a     

variety of daily and nightly programs ranging from presentations on history, 

geology, and culture, to campfire sing-a-longs and folk music performances.   

We hope You will take this opportunity to join us on our sojourn.   

 

 



Fees are as follows:  

  $ 45 per day for adults (includes t-shirt, 

lunch, dinner, programs, & shuttle)          

$ 40 per day for JCWP members and 

children 12 and under (includes t-shirt, lunch, 

dinner, programs, & shuttle to your car)                               

$ 285 for adults, $260 for members 

and children for the entire sojourn (includes 

t-shirt, breakfast, lunch, dinner, programs, camping, 

& shuttle)             

Name (one per form):          

Address:               

City, State, Zip:                  

Email (if available):     Phone #                                

Dates attending:                       

Amount Enclosed:    T-shirt size (circle one):  S  M   L   XL           

  

Thank you for registering for the Juniata River Sojourn!  

Using the boxes provided on the bottom of this form, please check [x] which meals,      

 nights of camping, and evening programs you will attend (all are included with registration fee)                        

If you need additional information, contact the Juniata Clean  Water Partnership office at (814) 506-1190 or 

vdietrick@jcwp.org. 

**Please fill out one registration form for each individual attending** 

 

      Full Week / All Events   � 

                                                 Breakfast  Lunch Dinner Evening Program Camping          
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Sunday, June 10th                   �          �          �               �               �         

Monday, June 11th               �          �          �               �               �                                             

Tuesday, June 12th              �          �          �               �               �     
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 I will bring my own canoe or kayak, but need a partner:             

Mail payment and completed form by May 30th, 2006 to:  

JCWP, 416 Penn Street, Huntingdon, PA 16652 

Make checks payable to Juniata Clean Water Partnership  
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Sojourners will need to 

provide their own canoes 

or kayaks.  If you do not 

have your own boat, you 

can rent one from the   

following outfitter.   

Contact the outfitter di-

rectly to make rental ar-

rangements. 

 

Rothrock Outfitters 

418 Penn St. 

Huntingdon, PA 16652 

(814)643-7226 

rothrockoutfitters@comcast.net 

 

 

                                                                                                     

Kick-off Event: Saturday, June 9th 

Location:  Portstown Park, Huntingdon, Pa  

4:00 pm Sojourn registration begins   

5:30 - 7:00  Dinner     

 Rubber Duck Race Sponsored by Huntingdon Arts Council 

Live Music  

Day 2: Sunday, June 10th -Huntingdon 

to Mapleton (8.5) After a day of paddling 

we will enjoy a presentation by John Re-

shak of Adventures around the world.   

Day 3: Monday, June 11th- Mapleton to 

Newton Hamilton (9.4)  Lunch near Mt. 

Union will teach us about map turtles, an 

endangered specie in our river! 

Day 4: Tuesday, June 12th -Newton 

Hamilton to McVeytown (12.5)  While 

camping at Dunmire’s farm we can enjoy 

acoustic music by David Pulizzi. 

Day 5: Wednesday, June 13th -McVeytown 

to Lewistown (19)  Our lunch program will 

take us on a tour of the old canal with George 

Drobock.   Evening program with Paul Fagely 

from Greenwood Furnace. 

Day 6: Thursday, June 14th Lewistown to 

Mifflintown (11.7):  Lunch will be near Vic-

tory Park, Camping at Mifflin Park.  The eve-

ning offers a presentation given by Wayne 

Taylor author of “Hope in the Tuscarora” 

After will be swimming at Mifflin Pool. 

Day 8: Saturday, June 16th-Millerstown 

to Newport(6) When we end at Howe Town-

ship park we will have a BBQ sponsored by 

the Fire Hall.  We will have our ending cere-

mony in the park. 
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Day 7: Friday, June 15th-

Mifflintown to Millerstown 

(18) We will be staying at 

Pittman’s campgrounds and will 

be learning about riparian buff-

ers along rivers and even get to 

plant a few trees. 
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Up coming events 

June, 9th-16th :  JCWP’s 7th 

Annual River Sojourn.  This 

years sojourn is on the Juniata 

River.  

 

June, 30th:   Juniata Riverfest 

Raft Regatta   Sponsored by Ju-

niata River Valley Visitor’s Bu-

reau.   10:00 am— at Locust 

Campgrounds to Victory Park in 

Lewistown, Pa..  For more infor-

mation contact Jill Haubrick at 

(717) 248-6713 or 

jillh@juniatarivervalley.org 

 

SAVE THE DATE for one of 

these Weed Control Wildlife 

Habitat Workshops.  For informa-

tion on locations and times or to 

register for these important work-

shops please use the contact in-

formation below; check with your 

Conservation District; or check 

our website in May at 

www.naturalbiodiversity.org. 

Huntingdon & Blair Counties, 

Wednesday, June 13th   

Bedford & Fulton Counties, 

Wednesday, June 20th  

Contact:   Mandy Painter 

Spangler, Juniata Projects Man-

ager, Natural Biodiversity 

apainter@naturalbiodiversity.org,  

814-506-1194 

Somerset County, Tuesday, 

June 26th 

Cambria County, Thursday, 

June, 28th 

Contact:  Margaret Speicher, 

Kiski – Conemaugh Projects Man-

ager, Natural Biodiversity mspei-

cher@naturalbiodiversity.org,  

814-532-5049   

 

Saturday, June 9, 2007 
 

Portstown Park, Smithfield 

Registration/Kickoff event 

Overnight camping 

 

From 26: Follow Route 26 into Huntingdon until you come to a stop 

light. At the light, take a left. You will go over a bridge and the 

park is immediately after the bridge on your right. 

 

From 22: Take exit 

for Huntingdon off 

of Route 22.  At this 

point, you will be on 

route 26. Follow 

Route 26 into Hun-

tingdon until you 

come to a stop light. 

At the light, take a 

left. You will go 

over a bridge and 

the park is immedi-

ately after the 

bridge on your 

right. 

 

Start 

End 
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Wildlife Habitat assistance project in the counties of Bedford, Blair, Cambria, Fulton, Huntingdon, and Somerset. 

 

Through this project, landowners will be provided information and resources on how to address noxious and invasive weeds on 

their property with emphasis on alternative, beneficial plants that improve wildlife habitat.  Controlling noxious weeds is a re-

quirement of CREP and CRP participants; however, some people have difficulty recognizing these weeds in their early and mid-

dle growth stages, therefore they become fully established and more difficult to control. This unique project will offer an oppor-

tunity for landowners to ask questions, seek advice and gain a better understanding of how and why to control noxious and in-

vasive weeds on their property. 

 

Southern Alleghenies RC&D is working with Natural Biodiversity; a Johnstown based non-profit organization dedicated to con-

trolling invasive plants and restoring native habitats in southwestern PA.  The two organizations will be offering four work-

shops which will include discussions of plant identification, control methods, wildlife habitats, and technical assistance for land-

owners.  They will consist of ½ day workshop and ½ day of in-field training.  Lunch will be provided. 

 

While noxious weed control is important in and of itself, it is a critical component for attaining the ultimate goal of creating and 

maintaining high quality wildlife habitat on land enrolled in CREP.  This project is not only focusing on weed control, but will 

also address how beneficial plants diversify the habitat on your land and benefit wildlife.  Since many beneficial forbs and 

grasses for wildlife may be mistaken for noxious or invasive plants, it is equally important to help landowners identify the desir-

able plant species among the CREP plantings.  We plan on continuing the program into the future. 

 

To learn more about Natural Biodiversity’s initiatives, visit www.naturalbiodiversity.org. 

 

Technical assistance and funding for this project are being provided by the USDA Farm Service Agency and the USDA Natural 

Resources Conservation Service. Other partners in the project include Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Alliance for the Chesa-

peake Bay, Penn State Cooperative Extension, PA DEP, PA DCNR, and the PA Game Commission. 

 

The Pennsylvania Association of RC&D Councils and The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) are equal opportu-

nity providers and employers and prohibit discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases 

apply to all programs). 
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Spring time is an especially enjoyable time for me.  Trout are on the rise and I am fortunate enough to be close to several 
great trout streams.  One of which is the Little Juniata River.  As everyone knows; the Little J has been in the news the last 
few years over stream access issues.   The disagreement is still not officially settled as an appeal seems eminent.  Many 
landowners have graciously continued to allow stream access along the Little J and for that matter along many stretches of 
the Frankstown and Raystown Branches. To these landowners I give a grateful thank-you.  Anyone who uses these rivers 
for recreation owes gratitude to these landowners. 

 

For more than a year, Juniata Clean Water Partnership (JCWP), Central PA Conservancy, (CPC), and Western PA Conservancy 
(WPC) have been working with landowners along the main rivers and their tributaries on a variety of projects.   Two of 
these projects are about to end in June.   A very successful riparian streambank fencing project is on its final legs.  There 
have been over 8 miles of fencing installed and 20 crossings installed. Most of the credit for the success of this program 
goes to Ben Wright and Greg Schaetzle of WPC for doing a lot of the grunt work.  The other project that the three groups 
are involved in is riparian conservation easements.  This project also ends in June and so far it has not been as successful. 

 

There are only a few properties under easement and several more in the introductory phase.  Donated easements are tough 
to sell (so to speak) to agricultural landowners who are struggling to make ends meet.  There have been many discussions 
among several groups on how to implement such a project. It has been proven over and over that some type of incentive 
program is necessary.  I understand the reasoning behind this but I also know that there are many individuals who also 
respect the land and are in a position to donate the riparian area of their land into an easement.  I believe that the concept 
of riparian easements is new to this area and like everything else; it takes time to catch on. Over time more and more ease-
ments should be under contract.  If there is anyone reading this that is interested in easements and would like more infor-
mation: please contact Mike Makufka at 814-506-1190 or Stephanie Rynder at 717-233-0221.  We will be glad to answer 
your questions. 

 

The Juniata Clean Water Partnership would like to recognize two board members who have been so instrumental in this 
organization who have had to give up their seats on the board because of either personal or job related issues.  Deb Nar-
done and Dave Sewak have been with the organization since the beginning and still believe in our mission and goals.  
Thank both of you for a job well done.  As things stabilize I hope that they can find the time to again be a big part of our 
organization. 

 

Also this year the Partnership would like to recognize some new board members to the group.  David Steele from Southern 
Alleghenies RC&D, Dennis Johnson from Juniata College, George Vahoviak from Shaver’s Creek and Denson Groenendaal 
from Friends of Greenwood Furnace. George and Denson share the Greenwood Furnace seat. Erika Hollis from Western PA 
Conservancy has filled the seat formerly held by Ben Wright. 

JCWP definitely appreciate the knowledge and expertise that they bring to the board and the volunteer time from busy 
schedules they all take to help this organization. 

 

Also with spring in the air; many people begin planning outdoor recreational outings and vacations. I would like to point 
out that the Juniata River is now fully mapped.  Water trail maps of the Upper (Frankstown & Little Juniata), Lower, and 
Raystown Branches are complete and available.  If you cannot find copies of these maps; our Huntingdon office can send 
you some.  I encourage everyone to explore the Juniata Watershed this year.  There are many recreational opportunities 
available. Raystown Lake is a natural vacation hotspot but there is so much more.  If your interest is culture, history, boat-
ing, hiking, camping, bicycling, bird watching, or just fresh air we have it all.  This year Allegheny Ridge will be adding 
signage along the river that coincides with outstanding features of the River.  Make sure that you take time to read these 
signs during your adventures.  They are sure to add a tidbit of knowledge to the area that you might not have known be-
fore. 

 

I would like to point out that in my mind the Juniata River sojourn is the best thing going. You can find much more infor-
mation in this edition.  Anyone who has never experienced a day on the river should join us.  Even one day will prove to be 
addicting.  If paddling is not your thing but you would like to help with the sojourn there is plenty of behind the scenes 
stuff that needs done.  Any volunteers are always appreciated.  You can contact Vanessa Dietrick to sign up. 

 

We always like to share information from our partners so I encourage anyone who has events coming up, we can always 
post them on our website.  Contact Vanessa at vdietrick@jcwp.org to post info. 

 

I hope everyone enjoys this spring and summer and if there is anything JCWP can do for your groups please give us a call. 
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Juniata River Property Owners:  

Have you no Shame??  

Serve as an example and cover up those bare banks  

 
Show your neighbors how to do the right thing for local water quality while getting free help to 

improve your land with beautiful native trees and plants.  
 

Cover your buffer with native trees and shrubs—a gift from the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and the 

Central Pennsylvania Conservancy. The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay will provide technical assis-

tance, training, plant materials and volunteer labor—a package worth up to $6,000 at no cost to you.   

 

What’s the catch? You have to act quickly! You must cover your buffer by June 30 2007. A letter of 

commitment must be signed by you and the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay by May 16th.  

 

Getting a commitment by the deadline will allow enough time for the Alliance to recruit volunteers, or-

der plant material and work with your group in designing a planting plan.  

Please take a minute to fill out the following information. 

 

Any other requirements? Yup. Your property must have frontage on the Juniata River or one of its 

tributaries. You must be willing to host a training session and allow volunteers to plant on your prop-

erty. Landowners must follow a simple maintenance plan designed to keep your buffer buff and beautiful 

for years to come. 

 

Name ______________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

County __________________________ Zip _________________ 

Phone __________________________Email _____________________________ 

Stream name ___________________________  

 
Contact: Donna Morelli 

Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay 

3310 Market St., Camp Hill, PA 17011                                                                    

Phone: (717) 737-8622 ext. 19 Fax: (717) 

737-8650                                          

dmorelli@acb-online.org 



Juniata Clean Water Partnership 

416 Penn Street 

Huntingdon, Pa 16652 

Up coming events 

June, 9th-16th :  JCWP’s 7th Annual River Sojourn.  This years sojourn is on the Juniata River.  

 

June, 30th:   Juniata Riverfest Raft Regatta       Sponsored by Juniata River Valley Visitor’s Bu-

reau.      10:00 am— at Locust Campgrounds to Victory Park in Lewistown, Pa..  For more information 

contact Jill Haubrick at (717) 248-6713 or jillh@juniatarivervalley.org 

 

SAVE THE DATE for one of these Weed Control Wildlife Habitat Workshops.  For information on loca-

tions and times or to register for these important workshops please use the contact information below; 

check with your Conservation District; or check our website in May at www.naturalbiodiversity.org. 

Huntingdon & Fulton Counties, Wednesday, June 13th 

Bedford & Blair Counties, Wednesday, June 20th 

Contact:   Mandy Painter Spangler, Juniata Projects Manager, Natural Biodiversity 

apainter@naturalbiodiversity.org,  814-506-1194 

Somerset County, Tuesday, June 26th 

Cambria County, Thursday, June, 28th 

Contact:  Margaret Speicher, Kiski – Conemaugh Projects Manager, Natural Biodiversity mspei-

cher@naturalbiodiversity.org,  814-532-5049   
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